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1. SUMMARY. THE UNSTABLE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT 
AND THE CURRENT TRADE UNION LEADERSHIP TOOK A CRITICAL TURN 
FOR THE WORSE WHEN A HIGHLY POLITICIZED LABOR MANIFESTO ECHOING 
THE PERONIST/NATIONALIST PAST AND SIGNED BY THE SECRETARIES 
GENERAL OF 72 NON- INTERVENED UNIONS, WAS LEAKED TO "LA OPINON/ 
AND PUBLISHED JANUARY 6, 1977. THIS DEVELOPMENT FOLLOWED THE 
JANUARY 3 MEETING BETWEEN LABOR MINISTER LIENDO AND THE SO- 
CALLED "INTER-GROUP COMMITTEE OF SEVEN ,r -- THE SECOND SUCH 
ENCOUNTER IN 11 DAYS. THE PUBLICATION OF THE DOCUMENT SENT 
SHOCK WAVES THROUGH THE MILITARY AND PROBABLY HAS CAUSED THE 
HARDLINERS TO FURTHER DIG IN THEIR HEELS, MAKING MORE DIFFICULT 
AN EARLY APPROVAL OF THE LAW LAYING THE GROUND RULES FOR A 
NORMALIZATION OF UNION ACTIVITY. THUS, WHAT STARTED OUT AS A 
MILDLY PROMISING ATTEMPT TO REOPEN THE LABOR/GOVERNMENT 
DIALOGUE HAS RESULTED IN A SERIOUS SETBACK. HOWEVER, NEW 
INTERVENTIONS HAVE NOT TAKEN PLACE, AS SOME HAD EXPECTED- -AT 
LEAST NOT YET- -AND THE LABOR FORCES HAVE BEATEN A HASTY RETREAT. 
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CURIOUSLY, . THE EPISODE HAS RESULTED IN A REVERSE FOR INDEPDENT 
PERONIST UNIONS WHICH HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF CONTACTS WITH THE 
MODERATE VIDELA- VIOLA- LI ENDON AXIS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND A 
RELATIVE GAIN FOR THE TRADITIONALLY "VERTICAL I ST" UNIONS WITHIN 
THE LABOR MOVEMENT. IT IS ALLEGED BY SOME OBSERVERS THAT THE 
LEAKING OF THE LABOR MANIFESTO TO THE PRESS WAS A MANEUVER OF 
THE NAVY AIMED AT DISCREDITING THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTEMPT TO SEEK 
A MODUS VIVENDI WITH THE LABOR MOVEMENT. FULL TEXT OF MANIFESTO 
WITH COPY OF SIGNATURES AND SEALS BEING POUCHED INR. END SUMMARY. 

2/ THE OPENING STATEMENT OF THE LABOR MESSAGE SETS THE TONE: 

"OUR RIGHTS AND GUARANTEES SUSPENDED OR RESTRICTED, CONSTANTLY 
HARASSED BY THE TRADITIONAL SECTORS WHICH PERMANENTLY DEMON- . 
STRATE THEIR RESENTMENT AGAINST THE WORKERS AND THUS ALSO 
AGAINST THE NATIONAL INTEREST, OUR LEADERS IN JAIL, FIRED OR 
PREVENTED FROM RETURNING TO THEIR JOBS WITHOUT JUST CAUSE, GIVEN 
THE DRAMATIC CIRCUMSTANCES, CONTRADICTIONS AND CONFUSION PRE- 
VAILING AND DESPITE INTERVENTION OF THE CGT AND THE PRINCIPAL 
UNIONS, THE ORGANIZED LABOR MOVEMENT IS COMPELLED BY MORAL DUTY 
TO RAISE ITS VOICE AND REGISTER ITS THINKING IN THE EMERGENCY." 
THERE ARE NUMEROUS REFERENCES TO THE LABOR MOVEMENT'S "HUMANIST" 
AND "CHRISTIAN VALUES" OF "SOCIAL JUSTICE" AND TO "REPEATED 
EVIDENCE OF THE MOVEMENT'S WISDOM" AND "ITS BAGGAGE OF EXPERI- 
ECNE . " A SIGNIFICANT PASSAGE IS DEDICATED TO A HARSH CRITICISM 
OF "THE LIBERAL CAPITALIST SYSTEM BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF 
SEEKING MATERIAL WEALTH, MAKING MAN A MERE TOOL OF THE PRODUC- 
TION PROCESSS" ... (WHICH) "WHEN ADOPTED IN OUR COUNTRY HELPED 
MINORITY SECTORS TO SUBJUGATE THE WORKERS , ; ENDANGERING THE 
NATIONAL IDENTITY... LIKE ANY OTHER MATERIALIST SYSTEM, IT 
IGNORES NATIONAL BORDERS TO ACHIEVE ITS NEFARIOUS OBJECTIVE, IT 
INTERNATIONALIZES DECISIONS, UNDERMINING NATIONAL EXISTENCE IN 
FAVOR OF A FOREIGN. DEPENDENCY. 

3. THE PASSAGE DEALING WITH THE SUSPENSION OF TRADE UNION 
ACTIVITY EMBODIES MORE THAN ANY OTHER THE DOCUMENT'S TONE OF 
DEFIANCE AND CHALLENGE VIS-A-VIS CURRENT GOVERNMENT POLICY: 
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"IT MAY BE THAT SOME PEOTLE THINK THAT BY THESE MEANS IT WILL 
BE EASIER TO IMPOSE A REPRESSIVE SYSTEM, UNAWARE THAT THIS 
ANARCHIC PROCESS WHICH IS TODAY DESTROYING THE WORKER WILL 
INEVITABLY FORCE HIM INTO A CLASS STRUGGLE, NOTWITHSTANDING 
(THE FACT THAT THIS IS CONTRARY TO) HIS NATURAL SENTIMENT. 
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CONSEQUENTLY , THE LABOR MOVEMENT WILL NOT BE DESTROYED NO 
MATTER HOW HARD 'THEY' TRY TO STRANGLE IT, SINCE ITS STRENGTH 
IS FORGED IN ADVERSITY, WHICH FORTIES THE SPIRIT TO FIGHT 
SUPPORTED BY A PRINCIPLE AS OLD AS THE WORKER HIMSELF- -SOLIDARITY . " 

4. IN A SECTION DEALING WITH TERRORISM IN ARGENTINA THE DOCU- 
MENT CONDEMNS THE EXTREMISM OF "THE TREASONOUS AND SUICIDAL 
LEFTIST GUERRILLA" AND THE "NO LESS INHUMAN VIOLENCE OF THE 
RIGHT," ..."SINCE THEY LACK ANY RELATION TO OUR TRADITIONS, OUR 
GOALS, OUR SPECIFIC PROBLEMS AND OUR IDEALS." IT ASKS THAT 
THE STATE PROVIDE SECURITY FOR THE PEOPLE BY EXERCISING A 
MONOPOLY OF FORCE (AS OPPOSED TO PRIVATE VIGILANTE OR PARAPOLICE 
GROUPS) . WHILE REITERATING THAT THE LABOR MOVEMENT CONSTITUTES 
A REAL BARRIER TO THE INFILTRATION OF FOREIGN SUBVERSIVE CON- 
CEPTS, IT REAFFIRMS THAT SUCH EXTREMISM WILL ONLY BE DEFINITIVELY 
ERADICATED WHEN SOCIAL .JUSTICE IS A RALITY AND NATIONAL UNITY 
HAS BEEN ACHIEVED. 

5. THE DOCMENT CONDLUES WITH SEVEN SPECIFC DEMANDS: 


(A) RETURN WORKER'S PURCHASING POWER THROUGH A SUBSTANTIAL WAGE 
INCREASE, AS THE MINIMUM "FLOORS" ESTABLISHED FOR 1977 ARE 
INSUFFICIENT; 

(B) WORKERS SHOULD PAR IT I PATE IN THE DETERMINATION OF WAGE 
LEVELS THROUGH THEIR UNIONS AND COLLECTIVE , BARGAINING; 

(C) THE LIFTING OF THE SUSPENSION ON TRADE UNION ACTIVITY IN 
ORDER TO BALANCE THE FORCES OF LBOR AND CAPITAL AND TO END 
PRESENT-DAY ABUSES BY SOME ENTREPRENEURS; IMMEDIATE NORMALIZA- 
TION OFNTHE INTERVENED UNIONS AND THE CGT; 
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(D) RELEASE OF UNION LEADERS WHO ARE ARRESTED WITHOUT CHARGE, 
CLARIFICATION OF THE STATUS OF THOSE WHO ARE UNDER CUSTODY 
AND THE PUBLICATION OF A LIST OF THOSE WHO ARE ARRESTED AND 
WHERE THEY ARE DETAINED; 

(E) REPEAL OF THE LAW OF SUPERFLUOUS PERSONNEL (LAW NO. 21,274), 
WHICH IS BEING APPLIED FOR REASONS OF IDEOLOGY AND PERSECUTION 
OF LABOR, CREATING VACANCIES WHICH ARE IMMEIDATELY FILLED BY 
OTHERS; 
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(F) IMMEDIATE REPEAL OF LAW 21,476 DEROGATING ALLEGEDLY 
PREJUDICIAL CLAUSES OF COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS OF STATE ENTER- • 
RPISES, WHICH IN SOME CASES CANCELS WORK RULES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
IN FORCE OVER 30 YEARS; 


(G) A SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN CURRENT ECONOMIC POLICY AND 
PHILOSPOHY WITH A VIEW TOWARD ESTABLISHING FULL EMPLOYMENT 
BASED ON SOCIAL JUSTICE. 

6. PRESS AND OTHER REACTION. LEAD BY "LA OPINION," (WHICH MAY 
HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING GOVERNMENT PRESS GUIDANCE) , MEDIA COMMEN- 
TARY WAS UNIFORMLY CRITICAL OF THE MANIFESTO'S STYLE, TONE AND 
CONTENTS, LABOR'S OPPONENTS HAD A FIELD DAY ATTACKING THE 
MANIFESTO AS A CLICHE-RIDDEN, DEMAGOGIC AND ESSENTIALLY POLITI- 
CAL STATEMENT. THE AUTHORES WERE TAKEN TO TASK FOR THEIR 
ARROGANCE AND LACK OF CONTRITION AND FOR DEMONSTRATING THAT IT 
HAD NEVER OCCURRED TO THEM THAT THE CGT WAS IN SOME MEASURE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PERONIST CATASTROPHE AND THE PROBLEMS 
INHERITIED BY THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT. IN A PARTICULARLY 
PUNGENT COMMENTARY WHICH GOES TO THE VERY HEART OF THE 
ANTI -PERONIST PSYCHE, THE "HERALD'S" LABOR COLUMNIST DESCRIBED 
THE TRADE UNION LEADERS AS STILL THE SAME "TRUCULENT MENDI- 
CANTS, WHINING WHEN THE GOVERNMENT IS STRONG, THREATENING WHEN 
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IT IS WEAK.” UNTIL NOW, THE COLUMNIST NOTED, OFFICIAL POLICY 
HAD BEEN REMARKABLY BENIGN. NOW THAT THE MANIFESTO WAS AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL TO SEE, THE GOVERNMENT'S ASSUMPTION WAS OBVIOUSLY 
ERRONEOUS THAT THERE WERE ENOUGH MEN OF CHARACTER AND 
QUALITY IN THE LABOR MOVEMENT TO LEARN SOMETHING FROM THE 
COUNTRY'S NEAR COLLAPSE DURING THE PERONIST PERIOD. TO THE 
CONTRARY, SAID THE WRITER, THE PERONIST LABOR LEADERS WERE 
WAITING IN THE WINGS FOR THE MILITARY REGIME TO FALTER SO THAT 
THEY WOULD BE CALLED BACK TO PUT THE PIECES TOGETHER AGAIN, AS 
HAD OCCURRED IN THE PAST. THE WRITER'S CONCLUSION: THE 
LEADERS HAD TO GO. HOWEVER, IT SHOULD AT THE SAME TIME BE 
NOTED THAT AT LEAST SOME ELEMENTS OF THE MIDDLE CLASS NOT 
NORMALLY ENAMORED OF THE UNION LEADERSHIP, BUT WHO ARE FEELING 
THE ECONOMIC SQUEEZE, WERE VICARIOUSLY SATISFIED WITH THE 
EFFORTS OF THE ONLY ORGANIZED SECTOR IN THE COUNTRY CURRENTLY 
DEMONSTRATING THE COURAGE TO CHALLENGE THE GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC 
POLICIES. SIMILARLY, UNEMPLOYED POLITICIANS MUST HAVE BEEN 
PLEASED, AT LEAST INITIALLY. 

7. WHY SUCH A STATEMENT NOW. UNDOUBTEDLY RANK AND FILE 
PRESSURE ON THE LEADERSHIP TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE GOVERNMENT'S 
ECONOMIC POLICIES WAS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE DECISION TO 
PRESENT LABOR'S BILL OF PARTICULARS TO THE GOVERNMENT AT THIS 
TIME. THE UNREALITY OF THE GOVERNMENT'S OFFICIALLY PUBLISHED 
WAGE SCALES (GENERALLY BELOW THE PREVAILING WAGES ACTUALLY 
PAID) AND THE INADEQUACY OF RECENT PAY HIKES, THE RECENT LAW 
DEROGATING WORK CONTRACTS AND CANCELLING ALLEGEDLY UNFAIR 
PRIVILEGES FOR THE WORKERS (SOME OF WHICH WERE PALTRY IN SIGNIFI- 
CANCE AND HAD BEEN IN EFFECT FOR MANY DECADES) , AND THE 
DECISION TO EXTEND THE LAW OF SUPERFLUOUS PERSONNEL IN ORDER TO 
PERMIT THE LAYING OFF OF REPORTEDLY 300,000 PRO-PERONIST EMPLOYEES 
OF STATE ENTERPRISES (SOME OF THOSE ALREADY DISMISSED HAVING 
BEEN REPLACED BY LOYALISTS OF THE NEW REGIME IN A REPETITION OF 
THE AGE-OLD SPOILS SYSTEM) HAVE ALL COMBINED TO CREATE A CRISIS 
ATMOSPHERE IN WORKER AND SOME MIDDLE CLASS SECTORS AS WELL. 

AS FOR THE TRADE UNION SCENE, THE LABOR MINISTRY'S PLANS FOR 
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UNION NORMALIZATION HAVE NOT ONLY BEEN PARALYZED, BUT THERE 
HAVE BEEN SERIOUS REVERSES AS WELL. THERE HAS BEEN NO HEADWAY 
IN THE PROJECT TO MODIFY THE BASIC TRADE UNION LAW SINCE THE 
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NAVY AND AIR FORCE MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY JUNTA CAME UP WITH 
THEIR OWN COUNTER PROPOSALS * MOREOVER, THERE HAVE BEEN FURTHER 
GOVERNMENT INTERVENTIONS OF THE AERONAUTICAL AND MARITIME 
UNIONS AND THE CGT REGIONAL BODY OF MORON. 

8. ONE LEADER QUOTED IN THE PRESS ARTICULATELY SET FORTH THE 
DILEMMA FACING THE LABOR LEADERSHIP: "ON THE ONE HAND WE ARE 
AWARE THAT, WHETHER WE DIALOGUE WITH THE GOVERNMENT OR NOT, WE 
ARE GOING TO END UP THE LOSERS AND OUR HEADS ARE GOING TO ROLL. 
ON THE OTHER HAND, OUR RANK AND FILE MEMBERSHIPS ARE SUFFERING 
THE EFFECTS OF THE ECONOMIC SITUATION AND THE COST OF LIVING. 

IF WE DON'T SPEAK UP OR DO ANYTHING IT WILL BE THE WORKERS WHO 
WILL REMOVE US FROM OUR LEADERSHI POSITIONS. IT IS FAR 
PREFERABLE TO PUT OURSELVES IN THE FOREFRONT OF OUR MEMBERSHIP 
BEFORE THEY BYPASS US. AND IF WE LOSE, _IT'S BETTER THAT 

THE GOVERNMENT REMOVES US FROM THE UNION' SCENE RATHER THAN THE 
WORKERS . " 

9. THERE PROBABLY WERE ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS IN THE DECISION TO 
PRESENT THEIR COMPLAINTS AT THIS TIME. FIRST, THE LEADERS 
HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING VERY CLOSELY THE POWER. MACHINATIONS WITHIN 
THE JUNTA AND THE ARMED FORCES, AND THEIR INSTINCT TOLD THEM 
THAT IT WAS OPPORTUNE TO TAKE THE OFFENSIVE WHILE THE JUNTA 
MEMBERS WERE WRANGLING AMONG THEMSELVES. SECONDLY, GAINING 
CURRENCY IN TRADE UNION CIRCLES WAS THE NOTION THAT AS THE 
MILITARY MET GROWING SUCCESS IN LIQUIDATING THE GUERRILLA/ 
TERRORIST MENACE, THE ARMED FORCES WOULD REDEDICATE THEIR 
EFFORTS TO CLOBBERING THE UNION MOVEMENT ONCE AND FOR ALL. 
LASTLY, THERE WAS THE PERHAPS EXAGGERATED IMPORTANCE WHICH HAS 
BEEN GIVERN TO THE PROJECTED VISIT OF THE ICFTU. WHAT BETTER 
TIME FOR LABOR TO ISSUE ITS CHALLENGE TO THE GOVERNMENT THAN ON 
THE EVE OF A VISIT BY FOREIGN LABOR LEADERS WHO MIGHT PLAY AN 
INFLUENTIAL ROLE IN THE ILO'S ULTIMATE DECISIONS CONCERNING THE 
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SUSPENSION' OF TRADE UNION LIBERTY. IN ARGENTINA?” 

10. HOW IT ALL CAME ABOUT. IT ALL STARTED POSITIVELY ENOUGH 
WHEN LABOR MINISTER LIENDO AGREED TO SEE THE LEADERS DECEMBER 23 
IN THE SPIRIT OF REOPENING THE GOVERNMENT'S DIALOGUE WITH LABOR. 

HOWEVER, WHEN HE GOT WIND OF WHAT WAS IN THE MANIFESTO- -PARTI - 
CULARLY THE THINLY VIELED ATTACK AGAINST ECONOMIC CZAR MARTINEZ 
DE HOZ AS THE ARCHITECT OF THE GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC MODEL- - 
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LIENDO ABRUPTLY TERMINATED THE MEETING. IT WAS TOUCH-AND-GO 
BEFORE HE FINALLY AGREED (PRESUMABLY AFTER FURTHER CONSULTATION 
WITH THE PRESIDENT) TO A REPEAT ENCOUNTER ON JANUARY 3. AMPLE 
DISCUSSION TOOK PLACE IN THE SECOND MEETING, BUT THE MINISTER 
REFUSED TO ACCEPT THE DOCUMENT OFFICIALLY. THE COMMITTEE OF 
SEVEN- -IN A FATAL, SPLIT DECISION- -THEN AGREED TO DISTRIBUTE 
COPIES TO EACH OF THE 72 SIGNERS, AND SO THE STATEMENT ULTIMATELY 
ENDED UP IN THE PRESS. (THE 72, INCIDENTALLY, CONSTITUTE AN 
OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF THE NONINTERVENED UNIONS . ) IT WAS ONE 
THING TO USE THE DOCUMENT AS A CONFIDENTIAL AIDE MEMO I RE IN THE 
UNION LEADERS' DISCUSSIONS WITH THE MINISTER AND QUITE ANOTHER, 
HAVING FAILED TO GET ANYBODY IN THE GOVERNMENT TO FORMALLY 
RECEIVE THE DOCUMENT, TO THEN PUBLISH IT IN THE FORM OF AN 
OPEN MANIFESTO TO THE PEOPLE. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN THEREUPON 
ATTACKED THE AUTHORS FOR HAVING EXCEEDED THE LIMITS OF UNION 
ACTIVITY AND DISSENT PERMITTED IN THE CURRENT STAGE OF "THE 
INSTITUTIONAL PROCESS . " 


11. RUMORS IMMEDIATELY WERE UNLEASHED PREDICTING THAT THE LONG- 
STANDING THREAT OF INTERVENTION WHICH HAS HUNG OVER ALL THE 
STILL- REMAINING NONTERVENED UNIONS WOULD NOW BE APPLIED 
AGAINST THE 7 ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE SECRETARIES GENERAL CMO POSED 
THE COMMITTEE OF SEVEN. (SEE PARA 3, REFTEL (A), AS MODIFIED 
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BY PARA 1, BUENOS AIRES 0265, FOR THE COMPOSITION OF THE 
COMMITTEE OF SEVEN.) THE WORD WAS ALSO PASSED THAT, IF THE 
LABOR MOVEMENT WENT THROUGH WITH THE OFF -GAIN, ON- AGAIN PLAN 
TO HOLD A GENERAL PLENARY SESSION OF ALL THE UNION LEADERS IN 
DEFIANCE OF THE BAN AGAINST UNION ACTIVITY, THEN THE GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD BE CMPELLED TO INTERVENE AND HPERHAPS JAIL EVERY ONE 
OF THEM. GOVERNMENT SOURCES ALSO HINTED TO UNION LEADERS THAT 
THE COMMITTEE OF SEVEN'S INSISTENNCE ON PRESENTING ITS DEMANDS 
TO" THE LABOR MINISTER HAD HAD THE EFFECT OF PREJUDICING THE 
RELEASE OF MORE TRADE UNION LEADERS FROM EXECUTIVE POWER 
DETENTION AT THE END OF THE YEAR. ACCORDING TO LABOR SOURCES,. 
THERE WERE ONLY SEVEN UNIONISTS ON THE YEAR-END LIST OF 
DETAINEES FREED, WHEREAS IT WAS ORIGINALLY CONTEMPLATED TO 
FREE BETWEEN 75 AND 90. WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT, THE IMMEDIATE 
REPERCUSSION, WE BELIEVE, WAS TO STRENGTHEN THE HAND OF THE 
"HARDLINERS" VIS-A-VIS THE VIDELA-VIOLA-LIENDO AXIS. (IN THIS 
CONNECTION, SEE REFTEL (C) FOR GENERAL DIAZ BESSONE'S VIEW THAT 
THE EPISODE MERELY RECONFIRMED THE NEED FOR CHANGES IN THE 
GOVERNMENT) . PARADOXICALLY, A SERIES OF EVENTS WHICH BEGAN AS 
AN ENCOURAGING REOPENING OF THE DIALOGUE WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE 
RESULTED, AT LEAST INITIALLY, IN FURTHER BOTTLING UP THE MUCH- 
AWAITED REFORM OF THE LEY DE ASOCIACIONES PROFESS IONALES IN THE 
INNER SANCTUMS OF THE THREE ARMED SERVICES. 


12. HAVING AROUSED THE GOVERNMENT'S IRE, THE LABOR LEADERS 
BEAT A HASTY RETREAT. LED BY GASTRONOMIC WORKER LEADER 
ELORZA, WHO OPPOSED THE PUBLICATION OF THE MANIFESTO, THE 
COMMITTEE OF SEVEN TACTFULLY RESIGNED THEIR MANDATES SO AS TO 
AVERT THEIR BEING INTERVENED AND IN HOPE OF REVIVING THE 
DIALOGUE WITH THE LABOR MINISTER. THEY THEN INVITED OTHER LABOR 
LEADERS TO TAKE THEIR PLACE. THE THOUGHT OF CONVOKING A 
PLENARY SESSION AT THIS TIME WAS DROPPED LIKE A HOT POTATO 
AND A PLAN ON THE PART OF THE PUBLIC SECTOR UNIONS TO INITIATE 
A STRIKE IN PROTEST AGAINST THE LAW OF SUPERFLUOUS PERSONNEL 
ALSO FAILED TO MATERIALIZE. MOREOVER, THE LEADERS INVOKED A 
CURIOUS INSTITUTION WHICH HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE FOR YEARS . THE 
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l LABYRINTH OF MYRIAD CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION CHANNELS BETWEEN 
LABOR AND THE ARMED FORCES WAS PUT TO THE TEST AND THESE URGENT 
CONSULTATIONS MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO A SUBSIDING OF TENSIONS. 


8 

n/a 


Current Class: 


Page : 8 


Current Class: 
Current Handling.* 
Document Number: 


■BMW 

n/a 

1 97 7BUEN0S 00441 


Case Number: 200000044 


Page : 9 
Channel : n/a 


AT LEAST, THERE HAVE NO NEW INTERVENTIONS AS YET, AND MANY LABOR 
LEADERS HAVE NOW LEFT TOWN FOR THEIR UNION VACATION SPAS IN 
MAR DEL PLATA. LABOR MINISTER LIENDO ALSO LEFT FOR VACATION. 


13. NEW DIVISIONS AND REALIGNMENTS . HOWEVER, THOSE 
VERY CONTACTS MAY HAVE ALSO LED TO THE DEBACLE IN THE FIRST 
PLACE, EXACERBATING THE ALREADY EXISTING FISSURES WITHIN THE 
LABOR MOVEMENT. ALMOST EVERY UNION LEADER HAS HIS OWN "MILICO"-- 
A HIGH-RANKING ARMY OR NAVY OFFICER- -WITH WHOM HE MTAINS SECRET . 
CONTACT. THESE CONTACTS CONSTITUTE A COMPLEX POLITICAL GAME AND IT IS 
NOT ALWAYS EASY TO TELL WHO IS DOING WHAT TO. WHOM. HOWEVER, ONE OF 
THE RESULTS IS THAT EVERY LEADER SUSPECTS THE REST OF HIS BRETHREN 
OF HAVING MADE A DEAL AT THIS EXPENSE WITH THE MILITARY IN ORDER 
TO GET AHEAD IN LABOR POLITICS. THOSE RECENTLY RELEASED FROM 
JAIL ARE THE MOST SUSPECT OF ALL. MANY OF THE LATTER TURN OUT 
TO BE FROM THE "VERT I CAL I ST" SECTOR OF THE PERONIST LABOR 
MOVEMENT. SUCH IS THE CASE OF EX- LABOR MINISTER (BANKWORKER) 

MIGUEL UNAMUNO, WHO IS WIDELY ACCUSED OF HAVING PLAYED A KEY 
IF NOT CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD ROLE BEHIND THE' SCENES- -WITH THE 
ALLEGED ACQUIESCENCE OF JUNTA MEMBER ADMIRAL MAS SERA -- IN 
GETTING THE MANIFESTO PUBLISHED . } 


b i 

GOVERNMENT. ) OTHERS SAY THAT UNAMUNO'S 
LINE OF COMMUNICATION ‘RUNS DIRECTLY INTO THE ARMY GENERAL STAFF. 
WHATEVER THE TRUTH OF THESE ACCUSATIONS, THE SMALL UNIONS MORE 
CLOSELY ALIGNED WITH SO-CALLED "POPULIST" ARMY OFFICERS- - 
PARTICULARLY THE "GRUPO DE LOS O CHO" WHICH HAD TWO SEATS ON 
THE COMMITTEE OF SEVEN (ELORZA AND RACCH I NI )- -APPEAR TO HAVE 
LOST OUT IN THE SHUFFLE. IN TURN, THE MANTLE OF LEADERSHIP IS 
SAID TO BE PASSING TO THE "VERTICAL I ST" UNIONS WITH UNAMUNO 
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ACTING AS A KEY FIGURE, PERHAPS AS A STAND-IN FOR THE BIGGEST 
"VERTICAL I ST" FISH OP ALL- -LORENZO MIGUEL- -WHO IS STILL IN JAIL. 
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14. NEW REALIGNMENTS MAY BE TAKING PLACE WITHIN THE UNION MOVE- 
MENTS AS WELL. ALTHOUGH THE PUBLIC SECTOR STRIKE DIDN'T COME 
OFF AS PLANNED, THE UNIONS IN THIS SECTOR IN RECENT WEEKS HAVE 
BEGUN ACTING AS A MORE COHERENT WHOLE, ORGANIZING THEMSELVES ' 

TO RES IS T THE EXPECTED LARGE-SCALE DISMISSALS, THE FIRST TEST 
CASE LOOMING ON THE HORIZON BEING THAT OF THE BANKRUPT STATE 
RAILWAYS. ACCORDING TO SOME OBSERVERS, THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL 
DIVISION BETWEEN THE PUBLIC SECTOR UNIONS AND SOME OF THE 
SERVICES UNIONS OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR (SUCH AS THE COMMERCIAL 
WORKERS) ON THE ONE HAND AND THE INDUSTRIAL UNIONS AND OTHER 
UNIONS WHICH TRADITIONALLY HAVE BEEN IN THE "VERT I CAL I ST" 

PERONIST CAMP. THE PUBLIC SECTOR UNIONS ARE SAID TO BE MORE 
BITTERLY OPPOSED TO MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS AND THE DENATION- 
ALIZATION OF STATE ENTERPRISES THAN THE LARGE INDUSTRIAL UNIONS. 
THESE ASSERTIONS YB E OVERSIMPLIFIED AND REQUIRE FURTHER 
STUDY, BUT IT IS INTERESTING THAT WE HAVE FOUND THE "VERT I CAL I STS" - - 
LONG THE HARD-CORE CENTER OF XENOPHOBIC NATIONALISM AND ANTI- 
AMERICANISM- -TO BE AT LEAST SUPERFICALLY JUST AS FRIENDLY TO 
US IN THE CURRENT SITATUION OF HARD TIMES AS THE INDPEDENTS 
WHO TRADITIONALLY HAVE LOOKED TO US FOR SUPPORT. RETURNING TO 
THE BASIC SUBJECT OF THIS MESSAGE, THE FULL SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THESE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS REMAINS TO BE SEEN, BUT, . IN SHORT, 

WE WOULD HAVE TO SAY THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S TACTICS OF DIVIDING 
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AND CONQUERING THE LABOR MOVEMENT APPEAR, FOR THE MOMEMTN, TO 
HAVE ACHIEVED THEIR OBJECTIVE, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS AT THE COST OF 
FURTHER DIVIDIING THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT AS WELL. IT MAY BE AS 
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SOME GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN ALLEGE, THAT WITH THE RESIGNATION OF 
THE COMMITTEE OF SEVEN THE INCIDENT HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY CLOSED 
AND THERE WILL BE NO FURTHER RECRIMINATIONS FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
AGAINST LABOR. IT MAY ALSO BE TRUE THAT THE EPISODE HAS BEEN 
RESIGNEDLY DISCOUNTED BY ALL CONCERNED AS A MANEUVER WITHIN THE 
REGIME BY ONE SECTOR OF THE ARMED FORCES AND THEREFORE NOT 
LIKELY TO EFFECT A CHANGE IN THE STAUTS QUO ANTE BELLUM, I.E., 

THE ATTEMPT TO "BURN" LIENDO HAS BEEN NEUTRALIZED AND THE 
GOVERNMENT'S OBJECTIVE TO NORMALIZE THE TRADE UNION SITUATION 
IN, THE LONG RUN HAS NOT BEEN ADVERSELY AFFECTED. NEVERTHELESS, 

A BAD TASTE IS LIKELY TO REMAIN IN THE VIDELA CAMPE FOR SOME 
TIME. 
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